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Since the 1990s, the global health family has welcomed the creation and growth 
of a new generation of funding agencies—chiefly the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation (1994); UNAIDS (1996); the GAVI Alliance (2000); the Global Fund to 
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria (2002); the President’s Emergency Plan for 
AIDS Relief (2003); the President’s Malaria Initiative (2005); and UNITAID (2006). 
These new entrants have joined the World Bank, World Health Organization, and 
UN agencies as members of an increasingly complex and interconnected global 
health family.

This brief provides a “cheat sheet” for the most important global health donors 
and funding agencies. Table 1 lists key characteristics of the major multilateral 
and non-governmental agencies, including year founded, headquarters loca-
tion, leadership, focus areas, and staff size. Tables 2 and 3 provide insight into the 
interconnectedness of the global health family. Table 2 provides an overview of 
the agencies’ health budgets and funding sources by donor, including for ma-
jor bilateral agencies. Similarly, Table 3 outlines the distribution of governance 
power over major multilateral health agencies, including the shares held by 
the U.S., G-7, upper-income countries, developing countries, and private or civil 
society stakeholders. This brief makes a difficult trade-off in being more selective 
and concise rather than comprehensive. 
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